Nascut Cireasov, Judetul Olt
Decedat 31 Octombrie 1975
inhumat Cimitirul Ghencea Militari
Cetatenie BRI  Romani
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Decoratii

De

30 August 1938,

Lupta de la Paulis

Coroana Romaniei
Ordinul Mihai Viteazul

loc din partile Oltului, colonelul Petrescu a urmat cursurile Scolii Militare de Ofiteri

de Infanterie Bucuresti intre anii 1914-1916.

Repere ale carierei militare:

Ca sublocotenent, a fost repartizat la Regimentul 40 Infanterie cu care a participat
la luptele din | Razboi Mondial fiind decorat cu ordinul Coroana Romaniei;

Este avansat la gradul de locotenent pe data de 10 Octombrie 1919 iar pe 1 Aprilie
1923 este avansat la gradul de capitan.

Dupa avansarea la gradul de maior pe 1 Aprilie 1930 primeste comanda Batalionului
de ofiteri elevi in cadrul Centrului de instructie al Infanteriei.

Este avansat locotenent colonel la 31 Martie 1938 si colonel la 31 Octombrie 1940
ocupand diverse functii in unitati ale Ministerului Apararii.

in anul 1944 este numit comandant al Scolii Militare de Subofiteri in Rezerva
Infanterie nr.5, Radna, unitate mutata recent de la Tecuci.

Evenimentele din toamna anului 1944 determinate de intoarcerea armelor impotriva
Puterilor Axei, determina conducerea Armatei 1, Corpul 7 Armata sa il numeasca numit
comandant al Detasamentului Arad care primeste misiunea sa cucereasca si sa curete
Aradul de trupele germane care erau cantonate in diverse locuri ale orasului.
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inceperea ofensivei maghiare asupra teritoriului roman si reorganizarea dispozitivelor
de aparare pe frontiera de Vest determina conducerea Corpului 7 Teritorial sa constituie
gruparea de forte "Detasamentul Paulis" sub comanda colonelului Petrescu, avand
structura de baza constituita pe elementele Scolii Militare de Subofiteri in Rezerva Radna.
Gruparea de forte avea misiunea de "a interzice patrunderea trupelor inamice in Defileul
Muresului fara gand de retragere".

Pentru modul in care a condus misiunile incredintate in functia de comandant al
"Detasamentului Paulis” este decorat cu Ordinul militar Mihai Viteazul clasa a lll-a cu spade

in data de 23 August 1945 este avansat la gradul de general de brigada.

Ofiterul se pensioneaza incepand cu 25 Mai 1947 si isi dedicad cea mai mare parte a
timpului scrierii volumului "Detasamentul Paulis” care vede lumina tiparului in 1965. Cu un
an fnainte, impreuna cu cadrele Scolii Militare de Ofiteri in Rezerva (de aceasta data) si cu
sprijinul Studioului Cinematografic al Armatei se realizeaza filmul "Eroii de la Paulis" care i
permit sa retraiasca momentele grele din perioada luptelor. Generalul Petrescu a fost un
liant al relatiilor dintre veteranii fostei scoli militare pe care i-a tinut aproape pana la
decesul sdu care a survenit pe 31 Octombrie 1975 (la varsta de 84 de ani). A fost
inmormantat in cimitirul Ghencea Militari.
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From the Olt region, Colonel Petrescu attended the Infantry Officers' Military School
in Bucharest between 1914-1916.

Milestones of his military career:

o As a second lieutenant, he was assigned to the 40th Infantry Regiment with
which he participated in the battles of World War |, being decorated with the
Order of the Crown of Romania.

« He was promoted to the rank of lieutenant on October 10, 1919, and on April
1, 1923, he was promoted to the rank of captain.

« After being promoted to the rank of major on April 1, 1930, he took command
of the Officers' Cadet Battalion within the Infantry Training Center.

« He was promoted to lieutenant colonel on March 31, 1938, and to colonel on
October 31, 1940, holding various positions within units of the Ministry of

Defense.
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e In 1944, he was appointed commander of the 5th Reserve Infantry Non-
Commissioned Officers' Military School, Radna, a unit recently relocated from
Tecuci.

The events of the autumn of 1944, driven by the turning of arms against the Axis
Powers, led the command of the 1st Army, 7th Army Corp, to appoint him as
commander of the Arad Detachment, which was tasked with capturing and clearing
Arad of the German troops that were stationed in various parts of the city.

The beginning of the Hungarian offensive on Romanian territory and the
reorganization of the defense lines on the Western border led the command of the 7th
Territorial Corps to establish the "Paulis Detachment" task force group under Colonel
Petrescu's command, with the core structure based on the elements of the Radna
Reserve Non-Commissioned Officers' Military School. The task group was assigned with
"preventing enemy troops from entering the Mures Gorge without any thought of
retreat." The "Battle of Paulis”, as it | known in the history,

For the way he led the missions entrusted to him as commander of the "Paulis
Detachment," he was decorated with the Military Order of Michael the Brave, 3rd Class,
with swords.

The "Battle of Paulis”, as it is known in history, lasted only a few days and opposed
the newly created task force group to the 1st Hungarian Armored Brigade "BUDAPEST".
The battle began on September 14 and ended on September 20, when military efforts
were taken over by the Soviet army. Colonel Petrescu demonstrated genuine military
skills in preparing and leading this battle, managing, with relatively few losses— only
43 dead cadets — to withstand a superior enemy and maintain the ordered alignment
until the arrival of Soviet troops.

On August 23, 1945, he was promoted to the rank of brigadier general.

The officer retired on May 25, 1947, and dedicated most of his time to writing the
book "Paulis Detachment," which was published in 1965. A year earlier, together with
the staff of the Reserve Officers' Military School (this time) and with the support of the
Army Film Studio, the film "Heroes of Paulis" was made, allowing him to relive the
difficult moments of the battle period. General Petrescu was a key figure in maintaining
relationships among the veterans of the former military school, whom he kept close
until his death on November 2, 1966 (at the age of 73). He was buried in the Ghencea
Military Cemetery.



	Alexandru Petrescu muzeu
	Alexandru Petrescu muzeu ENG[1]

