Sergent ELENA CHIRITA

Date personale

30 hoiembrie 1917
Suseni, DAmbovita, Romania

Nascuta

8 martie 1945 (27 de ani)
Arad, Romania

Decedata

Cetitenie |l N Regatul Romaniei

. infirmiera

Ocupatie .

militar
Limbi . L

. limba romana

vorbite

sergent (din 30 noiembrie
Gradul

1944)

Decoratii si distinctii

Medalia Meritul Sanitar cl.|
Ordinul Virtutea Militara cl.ll
Decoratii Ordinul Apararea Patriei cl.IlI

Medalia "Virtutea Ostaseasca”
cll

S-a nascut in satul Suseni din comuna Bogati (judetul Arges), fiind fiica cea mai mica a lui
Stefan Chirita, un taran sarac cu o familie numeroasa formata din sase copii. A urmat patru clase
primare, dupa care, la varsta de 12 ani, a plecat sa munceasca la Targoviste. A lucrat o perioada ca
ucenica la un atelier de croitorie, incercand sa invete meserie, dar stapana atelierului a folosit-o mai
mult ca sluga.

Infirmiera sanitara

S-a angajat in 1941 ca femeie de serviciu la Spitalul Militar din Targoviste, fiind transferata
in 1943 la Spitalul de Zona Interioara nr. 303 Bucuresti, unde a absolvit un curs pentru infirmiere
organizat de Crucea Rosie. Spitalul a fost dislocat in primavara anului 1944 in localitatea aradeana
Lipova, iar infirmiera Elena Chirita a dovedit abnegatie in ingrijirea ranitilor in luptele purtate in

lunile august si septembrie 1944 in defileul Muresului, la Paulis si la Cladova.

Dorind sa fie cat mai aproape de soldatii raniti pentru a incerca sa-i vindece, Elena Chirita a
parasit spitalul in 17 septembrie 1944 si a plecat voluntar ca sanitara in sectorul Batalionului 1 al
Regimentului 96 Infanterie, lasdnd o scrisoare medicului sef in care scria: ,Am plecat pe front. Este

nevoie aici de mine, dar e nevoie de cineva si acolo. Soldat Elena Chirita”. In acea zona aveau loc
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lupte grele, astfel ca i-a pansat pe ostasii raniti si i-a trimis catre punctele sanitare adecvate pe
militarii cu rani grave. Pentru abnegatia dovedita ca sanitara pe front a fost inaintata la gradul de

caporal si decorata cu medalia Meritul sanitar clasa a ll-a.
Voluntara pe front

A trecut repede de la ingrijirea bolnavilor la arma luptand cot la cot cu soldatii romani. A
trimis un memoriu la sfarsitul lunii septembrie 1944 catre comandantul Armatei 1 romane,
generalul de corp de armata Nicolae Macici, cerand sa i se aprobe ,sa fie inrolata intr-o unitate de
pe front, echipata si inarmata la fel cu camarazii care isi fac acolo datoria”; cererea sa a fost respins3,
insa, deoarece Elena Chirita a insistat sa fie inrolata ca militar combatant, a fost aprobata in cele
din urma. Potrivit ordinului, infirmiera sanitara Elena Chirita a fost repartizatd ca voluntara la
ambulanta Diviziei 19 infanterie. A ajuns acolo in hoaptea de 11/12 octombrie 1944, dupa un drum

greu efectuat cu camioanele sau carutele care carau materiale catre front.

S-a prezentat in 12 octombrie 1944 la Batalionul 1 al Regimentului 96 Infanterie, care se afla
in acel moment in zona orasului Mindszent din Ungaria, si a participat alaturi de militarii din
aceasta subunitate la luptele din zonele Tiszaalpar, Tapidsag, Dany si Cegléd (aflate la sud si est de
Budapesta). in luptele purtate la nord de Cegléd, dupad spusele colonelului lon Cojocaru,
comandantul Regimentului 96 infanterie, Elena Chirita s-a repezit cu grenada in mana in fata
tancurilor germane, strigdnd ,inainte, ostasi!”. ,inca nu s-a nascut glontul care sa ma loveascd”, le
spunea adesea soldatilor. Capitanul lon Dascalescu, care a intalnit-o la Isaszeg, o descria ca fiind
~.mica de statura, bruneta, cu ochii vii, cu parul in cozi bogate lasat pe spate”; a intrebat-o de unde
are atat curaj sa lupte cu inamicul, iar Elena Chirita i-a raspuns: ,Cand merg sa lupt, domnule
capitan, prind un mare curaj, sunt in stare de orice”. Ca o recunoastere a modului exemplar in care

s-a comportat pe campul de lupta a fost avansata in 30 noiembrie 1944 la gradul de sergent.
Ranirea si decesul

A inaintat alaturi de Batalionul 1 al Regimentului 94 Infanterie catre Budapesta, iar in 1
ianuarie 1945 a participat la respingerea unui contraatac inamic in zona Forrdsmajori din periferia
estica a Pestei. Compania condusa de capitanul Camil Popescu lupta pe strazile orasului pentru
ocuparea unui grup de case situat intre paraul Rakos si strada Keresztlr, in apropiere de linia de
cale ferata Rakosfalva - Kébanya, sub focul artileriei inamice. Trupele romane s-au apropiat treptat
de grupul de case, in timp ce tirul artileriei romane era tot mai lung, declansand asaltul. Elena

Chirita s-a aflat in prima linie, napustindu-se impotriva inamicului cu strigatul ,La asalt inainte!”.

La scurt timp un proiectil de brand a explodat la cativa pasi de ea, trantind-o la pamant si
ranind-o grav la ambele picioare. A fost pansata sumar de capitanul Sirbu si de sergentul major
Emil Popa, dintr-o companie de pionieri, iar brancardierii subunitatii au evacuat-o la ambulanta
diviziei, de unde a fost transportata urgent la Spitalul Militar din Arad. Personalul medical al

spitalului a depus eforturi sa-i salveze viata, curatindu-i ranile si facandu-i transfuzie de sange, dar,



in ciuda acestora, Elena Chirita a murit la Arad in 8 martie 1945, dupa doua luni de suferinta, si a
fost inmormantata in Cimitirul Eroilor de la Radna, langa ceilalti eroi ai Detasamentului Paulis. Pe
lespedea de piatra de pe mormantul ei se afla urmatoarea inscriptie: ,Sergent Elena St. Chirit3,

cazuta pentru patrie in lupta pentru eliberarea Budapestei”.
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SERGEANT ELENA CHIRITA
15T BATTALION / 96™ INFANTRY REGIMENT

Date personale

30t November 1917
Date of birth |Suseni, Démbovita County,

Romdénia

8" March 1945 (27 de ani)
Arad, Romania

Date of death

Place of burial | Heros’ Cemetery Radna

Citizenship B B Romanian

Military Military Nurse
specialty Rifleman

Faught for Romanian 1°t Army

Sergeant (since 30" November

Military Rank
1944)

Awards and honors

Health Merit Medal 1t Class

Military Virtue Order 2™ Class

Awards
w Homeland Defend Order 37

Class
Military Virtue Medal 1¢ Class

She was born in the village of Suseni, Bogati commune (Arges county) being the youngest
daughter of Stefan Chirita, a poor peasant with a large family of six children. He attended four
primary classes, after which, at the age of 12, he went to work in Targoviste. She worked for a while
as an apprentice at a tailor's workshop, trying to learn a trade, but the owner of the workshop used

her more as a servant,
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Health nurse

She was employed in 1941 as a maid at the Military Hospital in Targoviste, being transferred in
1943 to the Interior Area Hospital no. 303 Bucharest, where she graduated from a nursing course
organized by the Red Cross. The hospital was deployed in the spring of 1944 in the town of Lipova
in Arad County, and nurse Elena Chirita showed selflessness in caring for the wounded in the
battles fought in August and September 1944 in the Mures Valey, in Paulis and in Cladova.

Wanting to be as close as possible to the wounded soldiers in order to try to heal them, Elena
Chirita left the hospital on September 17, 1944 and volunteered as a nurse in the sector of the 1+
Battalion of the 96th Infantry Regiment, leaving a letter to the chief doctor in which she wrote: "l
went to the front. | am needed here, but someone is needed there too. Soldier Elena Chirita". Heavy
fighting was taking place in that area, so he dressed the wounded soldiers and sent the seriously
injured soldiers to the appropriate medical facilities. For her proven selflessness as a frontline health
worker, she was promoted to the rank of corporal and decorated with the 2nd class Medical Merit
medal.

Volunteer at the front

He quickly went from caring for the sick to taking up arms, fighting side by side with Romanian
soldiers. He sent a memorandum at the end of September 1944 to the commander of the
Romanian 1st Army, General of the Army Corps Nicolae Macici, asking to be approved "to be
enlisted in a unit at the front, equipped and armed in the same way as the comrades who make
their there the debt". Her request was rejected, but because Elena Chirita insisted on being enlisted
as a combatant soldier, it was finally approved. According to the order, nurse Elena Chirita was
assigned as a volunteer to the ambulance of the 19th Infantry Division. It arrived there on the night
of October 11/12, 1944, after a difficult journey made by trucks or carts carrying supplies to the
front.

He presented himself on October 12, 1944 to the 1st Battalion of the 96th Infantry Regiment, which
was at that time in the area of the town of Mindszent in Hungary, and participated with the soldiers
of this subunit in the battles in the areas of Tiszaalpar, Tapiosag, Dany and Cegléd (located at south
and east of Budapest). In the battles fought north of Cegléd, according to Colonel lon Cojocaru, the
commander of the 96th Infantry Regiment, Elena Chirita rushed with a grenade in her hand in
front of the German tanks, shouting "Forward, soldiers!". "The bullet to hit me has not yet been
born," she often told the soldiers. Captain lon Dascalescu, who met her in Isaszeg, described her as
"small in stature, brunette, with lively eyes, with her hair in rich tails left behind"; he asked her
where she had such courage to fight the enemy, and Elena Chirita answered: "When | go to fight,
Captain, | find great courage, | am ready for anything." In recognition of his exemplary conduct on

the battlefield he was promoted on November 30, 1944 to the rank of sergeant.

Injury and death



He advanced with the 1st Battalion of the 94th Infantry Regiment to Budapest, and on January 1,
1945, he participated in repelling an enemy counterattack in the Forrasmajori area on the eastern
outskirts of Pest City (capital of Hungary). The company led by Captain Camil Popescu was fighting
in the city streets to occupy a group of houses located between Rakos stream and Keresztlir street,
near the Rakosfalva - Kébanya railway line, under enemy artillery fire. The Romanian troops
gradually approached the group of houses, while the Romanian artillery fire was getting longer
and longer, triggering the assault. Elena Chirita was in the front line, rushing against the enemy
with the cry "Onward!".

Soon a brand projectile exploded a few steps away from her, knocking her to the ground and
seriously injuring both her legs. She was treated briefly by Captain Sirbu and Sergeant Major Emil
Popa, from a pioneer company, and the stretcher bearers of the subunit evacuated her to the
division's ambulance, from where she was urgently transported to the Military Hospital in Arad. The
medical staff of the hospital made efforts to save her life, cleaning her wounds and giving her a
blood transfusion, but, despite them, Elena Chirita died in Arad on March 8, 1945, after two months
of suffering, and was buried in the Heroes' Cemetery in Radna, next to the other heroes of the Paulis
Detachment. On the stone slab on her grave is the following inscription: "Sergeant Elena St. Chirita,
fallen for the homeland in the fight for the liberation of Budapest".
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