CAPITANUL FATU IOAN

27 martie 1912

Dl Buciumi, Bacau, Romania

Decedat 15vse_ptembrAie‘1944 (32 de ani)
Paulis, Romania

inhumat Cimitirul Eroilor din Radna

Cetétenie BN Romania

Activitate

Arma Infanterie

A'luptat pentru  Armata Romaniei

Gradul Capitan

Cotul Donului
Lupta de la Paulis
Decoratii si distinctii

Ordinul Mihai Viteazul cls.ll-a
Decoratii Ordinul Mihai Viteazul clasa a ll-a cu
spade

Batalii / Razboaie

Capitanul loan Fatu a cazut la datorie in fruntea Companiei a 6-a Puscasi din Batalionul 2 a
Scolii de subofiteri de infanterie in rezerva de la Radna in Luptele de la Paulis.

Capitanul loan Fatu s-a ndscut in judetul Bacau (satul Buciumi), la 27 martie 1912
Repere ale carierei militare:

- A urmat cursurile scolii militare de ofiteri de infanterie incepandu-si cariera
militara in anul 1935, ca sublocotenent, comandant de pluton in Regimentul 16 Dorobanti.

- Si-a continuat pregatirea militard la Scoala Speciald de Aplicatie din Sibiu (in
perioada 1936-1937).

- La data de 25 octombrie 1939, loan Fatu a fost avansat la gradul de locotenent.
Participa cu R.16 Dorobanti la campania din cotul Donului fiind ranit si decorat cu Ordinul
"Mihai Viteazul’ clasa a lll-a.

in 23 august 1944 avea gradul de capitan si era comandant al Companiei 6 Puscasi a Scolii
de Subofiteri de Infanterie in Rezerva din Radna. A participat la arestarea militarilor germani din
scoala si la organizarea liniei de aparare pe Valea Muresului.

in ziua de 13 septembrie 1944, dupa ce trupele Ungariei horthiste au atacat dinspre Vest
teritoriul Romaniei si au ocupat Aradul, Compania a 6-a Puscasi a capitanului Fatu din cadrul
"Detasamentului Paulis” a fost instalata in dispozitiv de lupta in spatele santului anticar aflat Ia
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vest de Paulis, avand misiunea de a opri, fara tagada de retragere, patrunderea inamicului in
defileul Muresului.

A luptat efectiv doua zile in fruntea celor 83 de ocameni ai sai din Compania a 6-a Puscasi,
reusind sa tina in loc Divizia Blindata Budapesta” (Magyar Pancélos Hadosztaly Budapesten) ale
carei atacuri repetate le-a respins. Cele mai dure inclestari s-au derulat in sectorul Companiei 6
Puscasi care avea pozitia de aparare de o parte si de alta a principalei cai de comunicatie Arad
- Deva

in ziua de 15 septembrie 1944, a doua zi dupd declansarea ostilitatilor, inamicul, prin
detasamentele sale de soc, reuseste sa faca o bresa in partea dreapta a companiei, atacand
dispozitivul de lupta si din flancul drept. Pe timpul actiunilor de contraatac ale companiei
Capitanul Fatu loan reuseste sa ucidd cinci militari maghiari (printre care un capitan si un
sublocotenent) fiind répus de o baioneta sau lovit de o grenada (dupa alte surse), ultimele sale
cuvinte fiind "Inainte, baietii meil”. Avea 32 de ani.

Capitanul Fatu a fost ingropat, alaturi de camarazii sai, in cimitirul eroilor din localitatea
Lipova.

Ca 0 recunoastere a eroismului sau, capitanul loan Fatu a fost decorat avansat post-
mortem si i-a fost oferit Ordinul Mihai Viteazul" cl. a Il-a cu spade.

in anul 1978, vede lumina tiparului la Editura Militara volumul "Zborul ciocarliei. Eroul capitan
loan Fatu", al colonelul Petrica Tanasescu, care evoca eroismul capitanului Fatu.
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Captain Fatu loan

Commander of the 6tth Rifle Company / 2nd Cadets
Battalion

27th March 1912

Date of birth Buciumi, Bacau County,
Romania

15 September 1944 (32 de
Date of death ani)

Paulis, Romania

Place of burial Heroes Cemetery in Radna
Citizenship Bl rRomania

Military activity
Military specialty| Infantry

Faught for Romanian Army

Military rank Captain

Don River - Soviet Union

Battles/Wars
W Battle of Paulis

Awards and honors

Military Order Mihai Viteazul
3 Class

Military Orders Mihai

Viteazul 2™ Class with Swords

Awards

Captain loan Fatu fell in the line of duty at the head of the 6 Rifle Company
from the 2" Battalion of the Reserve Infantry Non-Commissioned Officers' School at
Radna during the Battle of Paulis.

Captain loan Fatu was born in Bacau County (Buciumi village) on March 27, 1912.
Milestones of his military career:

o He attended the Infantry Officers' Military School, beginning his military career
in 1935 as a second lieutenant, platoon commander in the 16th Dorobanti

Regiment.
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o He continued his military training at the Special Application School in Sibiu from
1936 to 1937.

e On October 25, 1939, loan Fatu was promoted to the rank of lieutenant. He
participated with the 16th Dorobanti Regiment in the Don Bend campaign,
where he was wounded and decorated with the Order of "Michael the Brave" 3™
Class.

On August 23, 1944, he held the rank of captain and was the commander of the 6th
Rifle Company of the Reserve Infantry Non-Commissioned Officers' School in Radna.
He participated in the disarming of the small German Military Garison existing within
the Military Sccool and the preparedness of the defensive line on the Mures Valley.

On September 13, 1944, after the Horthy-led Hungarian troops attacked Romania from
the west and occupied Arad, Captain Fatu's 6' Rifle Company, part of the "Paulis
Detachment," was deployed in a battle position behind the anti-tank ditch west of
Paulis, with the mission to stop the enemy's advance into the Mures Gorge without
retreat.

He fought effectively for two days as the head of his 83 men from the 6th Rifle
Company, managing to hold back the "Budapest" Armoured Division (Magyar Pancélos
Hadosztaly Budapesten), repelling their repeated attacks. The fiercest clashes took
place in the sector of the 6" Rifle Company, which held the defensive position on both
sides of the main Arad-Deva road.

On September 15, 1944, the second day after the start of hostilities, the enemy,
through its shock detachments, managed to breach the right side of the company,
attacking the battle position from the right flank as well. During the company's
counterattacks, Captain loan Fatu succeeded in Kkilling five Hungarian soldiers
(including a captain and a second lieutenant) before being struck down by a bayonet
or hit by a grenade (according to other sources). His last words were, "Forward, my
boys!" He was 32 years old.

Captain Fatu was buried alongside his comrades in the Heroes' Cemetery in the village
of Radna.

As a recognition of his heroism, Captain loan Fatu was posthumously promoted and
awarded the Order of "Michael the Brave" 2" Class with swords.

In 1978, the book "The Lark's Flight. The Hero Captain loan Fatu" by Colonel Petrica
Tanasescu was published by the Military Publishing House, which evokes the heroism
of Captain Fatu.
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